David Fisk, 1850 to 1942, his story
20 July 1850 David was born at Row 105 Great Yarmouth. His parent were James Fisk a Yarmouth Policeman who was born 1824 in Weybread Suffolk, and Mary Fisk who was born 1824 in Yarmouth. (his parents were cousins?). David was one of six children, of whom only David and James are known to have survived childhood.

24 December 1868 David married Rebekah Elizebth Bayley. The reconstructed story of their marriage could be a scene from a Dickens novel:


On Christmas Eve 1868 a young couple, one aged 19, the other only 18, stood before the Superintendent Registrar in a candle lit office in the fishing port of Yarmouth. He was a Smacksman sailing on one of the many fishing boats chasing the vast shoals of herring in the North Sea (see Dickens’ novel David Copperfield for more about a Yarmouth fishing family). She was the daughter of a local Land Agent. This was not a church wedding, but they had planned it and had given the required three weeks notice. Did their parents approve? We do not know, but the only witnesses appear to have been the clerks working in the Registrar’s Office.

The Superintendent Registrar, who was also the local Guardian of the Poor Law, was Mr Thomas Cufard, a man in a position of authority, but soon to be relieved of his responsibilities and jailed when his gambling came to the attention of his superiors.

Mr Cufard’s assistant, the Registrar Mr Frederick Crowe, made the entry in the marriage register, David Fisk and Rebecca Elizabeth Bayley. But when Rebekah came to sign her name in the register, which she was able to do, she caused Mr Crowe a problem, she spelled it as she spoke it – Rebekah Elizebth. He attempted to change his entry in the book by scratching it out and altering it, something that would be sure to bring down a severe reprimand from his superiors. David caused no such problem, being unable to write he made his mark with an X.

After the ceremony they left, perhaps returning for Christmas to his home at the appropriately named Love Lane in Cobholm Island, a marshy area of Yarmouth, just across the river from the walled town, still called an island though it had not been one since Mediaeval times.

April 1871 David appears again in the public record when the census enumerator calls on the six man crew of the fishing smack Alina moored with over 50 other ships of all nationalities in the harbour at Yarmouth. He is now recorded as a married man of 21, still working as a Deckhand on one of the many fishing boats working out of Yarmouth, a trade his younger brother James  will follow, taking him as far as Newfoundland with Sir Wilfred Grenfell’s Mission Ships.

1874? But something momentous happens in David’s life that changes it completely. From being a married fisherman on the cold North Sea he disappears from the public record only to reappear 9 years later, described as a widower with 2 dead and one living children, in a gold rush boom town in Australia, when he remarried in 1880.

What happened to Rebekah? There is a record of a child Mary Anna, was she one of the dead children? There is no record of Rebekah’s death in Yarmouth. Did she die on the way to Australia or did David and Rebekah separate and go their own ways before he emigrated? There is a marriage record of a Rebekah Fisk of the right age and birth place marrying a Henry Oxborough in Hartlepool in 1880, the same year that David married in Australia. At a time when divorce was impractical for all but the rich they would perhaps have described themselves as widowed if they remarried and could legitimately have done so if they had been apart for seven years and believed the other to be dead, though the remarriage would have been void if the other was still alive. By 1880 seven years could have passed.

11 July 1880 David married Sarah Anne Powell in the settlement of Happy Go Lucky, up in the mountain area of Victoria Australia, where gold had been discovered some 20 years earlier. The area now has few inhabitants and is a heritage site. Sarah was born 1862 near Stratford Victoria and had a son George William, just 16 days old when the marriage took place. David was not George’s father and his father is not recorded on the birth certificate. It is thought that the father may have been a deceased friend of David.

1889 David and Sarah had a son James Stanley, born at Toongabbie.

David and Sarah finally settled in Sale in Victoria where he farmed until his death on

14 May 1942 at the age of 91. He is buried at Toongabbie Cemetery.

His death certificate records him as having lived 68 years in Victoria, which would indicate him arriving in 1874, though he does not appear on the list of immigrants for the 1870’s at the Victorian Public Record Office and it is possible that he arrived in another state some time between 1871 and 1880.

The descendents of James Stanley continue to farm at Sale, while George William’s family live in the Geelong area.

To be continued.
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